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In reply to the inquiries of brother D. D. Mouser, we feel prepared to say that in our 

understanding of the subject, the Predestination of God fully comprehends the final and 

everlasting Justification of all the redeemed people of our God, and extends to all the events 

of time, however great or small; from the creation of worlds to the flight of a sparrow or the 

falling of a hair of our heads. But when we speak of Predestination we speak of it as having 

to do with the execution of the great designs of God by which He has determined the time, 

place, order and destiny of all beings, worlds or events, that every event must be 

accomplished in the order of time in the exact order and succession of events that He has 

determined in His infinite wisdom. We must remember that we in our earthly nature are 

creatures of time, and subject to the vicissitude of time; but God is “the high and lofty One 

that inhabits eternity and his name is holy.” Nothing can be beforehand with God, nor 

behindhand with Him. He declares the end from the beginning, and all things are naked and 

present to His infinite and omniscient eye. Predestination therefore signifies to us the fixed, 

determined purpose and counsel of God, in which He has ordained irrevocably the destiny of 

all things, before they are brought to pass in the order of time. Of this, however, men are 

willingly ignorant, that with God a thousand years are as one day, or as a watch of the 

night. Time is measured out to finite beings, in days, and weeks, and years; measured by 

the constantly revolving wheels of nature. Our finite minds cannot yet comprehend the 

infinity of eternity in distinction from the passing events of time. “The things which are seen 

{by us} are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” Time itself is a 

creature, or created thing, which had a beginning and shall have an end. Predestination 

therefore expresses to us the unerring certainty of the accomplishment of all the purposes 

and designs of our God, who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will. The most 

perfect knowledge of God that has ever been given to men, is but very limited, while here in 

our time state, “we see but in part, we know but in part;” but how groveling must be the 

mind that can believe that the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, created the 

heavens and the earth with all they contain, without any definite, settled or determinate 

purpose in view, or without a certain knowledge that He was able to govern and control 

them so as to secure the perfect accomplishment of all that was contemplated and 

determined in His own mind and will. The utter failure of poor finite mortals to comprehend 

how the entrance of sin and death, and all the train of evils which exist in the world are to 

consummate the vast, inscrutable design of God, is not strange, for we have only that 

measure of knowledge that God has been pleased to give us. But we are not to think that 

God is such an one as we are. 

 

“Deep in unfathomable mines, 

Of never failing skill, 

He treasures up his bright designs, 

And works his sovereign will.” 

 

It is fully sufficient for the saints to know that God has a purpose worthy of Himself 

in all his counsels and decrees; and that “he is his own interpreter, and he will make it 



plain” in his own good time and way. 

The perfect and complete salvation of all God’s chosen people, including their 

redemption and justification, is most assuredly secured by the predestinating purpose and 

decree of God. “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he 

did predestinate, them he also called; and whom he called, them he also justified; and 

whom he justified, them he also glorified.” Now, “what shall we then say to these things? If 

God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 

for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to 

the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth; who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 

that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 

maketh intercession for us.” {Rom.8:29-34} The purpose and decree of God in the 

predestination of all the election of grace, to the adoption of children, and to make them 

accepted in the Beloved, is the purpose which God proposed in himself before the world 

began; but the justification itself is through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, who was 

delivered up for their offenses and raised again for their justification. The work of 

justification is that by which they are washed from all their sins, purged from all their guilt, 

and made pure and holy by the blood and righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ. All this 

was embraced in the purpose and grace which was given them in Christ Jesus before the 

world began, for they were all blessed in Him with all spiritual blessings according as they 

were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. Those who are the subjects of this 

work of justification were ungodly. “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of 

grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 

ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the 

blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, saying, 

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the 

man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” {Rom.4:4-8} The work of justification required 

the shedding of the blood of Christ, for without the shedding of blood there can be no 

remission of sins. “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 

saved from wrath through him.” {Rom.5:8,9} 

Brother Mouser will perceive that the work of justification is that by which ungodly 

sinners are washed in the atoning blood of Christ and cleansed from all pollution, made holy 

and without blame before God. That eternal life which was given us in Christ was never 

contaminated with sin; it was perfect, pure and holy; from everlasting it is that incorruptible 

seed which, being incorruptible could need no atonement, no work of justification. It is in 

our Adamic nature that we have all sinned, and from the sin of which Christ came, in our 

flesh, to redeem us from all iniquity, and by his one offering he has perfected forever them 

that are sanctified. 

Some have failed to perceive the distinction between the eternal perfection of that 

eternal life which was given us in Christ Jesus, and which is manifested in us when we are 

born again of incorruptible seed by the word of God which liveth and abideth forever, and 

that justification of the ungodly which is by and through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus. It is a glorious truth that; 

 

“In union with the Lamb, 

From condemnation free, 

The saints from everlasting were, 

And shall forever be.” 

 

We may speak of eternal justification in the same sense in which we speak of eternal 

redemption; for our justification is through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, “who gave 

Himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto Himself a peculiar 



people zealous of good works.” “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating 

one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared; 

not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 

by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us 

abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by his grace, we should be 

made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” {Tit.2:14, 3:3-7} These scriptures forbid 

that we should separate the justification of the saints from the Mediatorial work of Christ in 

offering himself through the Eternal Spirit without spot unto God, and thereby obtaining 

eternal redemption for us. 

The great anxiety of the saints is to first learn by revelation how God can be just and 

the justifier of such guilty sinners as we have found ourselves to be, and to know by happy 

experience that Christ has borne our sins in his own body on the tree, and put them away 

by his one offering; and that having satisfied the law and justice of God on our behalf, in his 

holy life and bitter death, he arose from the dead for our justification, and has raised us up 

from under the guilt of sin, the curse and dominion of the Law, and made us sit together in 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, in new and resurrection life and immortality. May we know 

him and power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, and be conformed to 

his death. 

“Then should the earth’s old pillars shake, 

And all the wheels of nature break; 

Our steadfast souls shall fear no more, 

Than solid rocks when billows roar.” 
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