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Religious Holidays 
 

By Henry Barrow  
 

{Brief Discovery of the False Church, 1590} 
 

 

Henry Barrow or Barrowe {1550? – 1593} was an early Non-Conformist, and 

Separatist from the Established Church of England, who cried out against her 
abominations, was consequently jailed, and after a long six year 

imprisonment, was then executed by hanging for his Faithful Confession of 
Christ. 

 
 

To come therefore to the holy days, I will begin with the Jewish 
feasts that they {Church of England} still retain, as their Easter 
and Pentecost. Of these solemnities and feasts we read of in 
Exodus 12, Leviticus 23, Numbers 28, and Deuteronomy 26; that 
they belonged and were enjoined to the Jews under the Law, that 
they were merely ceremonial and ritual, figuring Christ’s Person, 

and belonging to the Levitical Ministry, such as appertain not 
unto, neither are to be retained in the Church or Ministry of 
Christ, &c. But here perhaps they will have recourse to the 
Doctor’s aforesaid Catholic Distinction; namely, that they keep 
not these Feasts and Days after the Levitical manner, neither 
unto those ends, but rather in the one to celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Savior Christ, in the other the glorious miracle 
of his giving the Holy Ghost unto the Apostles, &c.; and this, their 
service upon these days shows plainly. For, with all these 
flourishes cannot I be satisfied concerning the very feasts and 

days of Easter and Whitsuntide, which still retain the same names 
of Pascha and Pentecost, the same times, solemnities, cessations, 
the same solemn Sabbaths or Sundays that the Jews did, keeping 
their Passover in the first month of the Jews, the First Day more 
solemn than the rest, numbering seven weeks just after the same 
unto their Pentecost, whose First Day they keep in like manner. 



2 

 

All these Ceremonies, these Laws and Places above alleged, show 

evidently to be derived from the Jews. We find no such customs, 
no such commandments in the New Testament. We there read 
that, if we observe or be brought into bondage of such feasts, as 
days, &c., we turn from Christ and he profits us nothing. “But 
now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto 
ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, 
and times, and years.” {Gal.4:9-10} “Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.” {Gal.5:1} “Wherefore if ye be 

dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though 
living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances.” {Col.2:20} But 
they observe these Feasts of Easter and Pentecost as our Savior 
Christ and his Apostles did, and so have a warrant sufficient for 
what they do. But is it so? Then they observe their Easter wholly 
after the Jewish manner, for so did our Savior Christ, being made 
under the Law; but our Savior Christ there instituted this feast to 
be kept, and that after another manner, as the institution of the 
Supper declared, how it ought to be kept in the Ministry of the 
Gospel, I never found any such thing in the text; neither did the 

Apostles, {who delivered as they had received, I Cor.11:2,} ever 
give any such commandment, or tied the celebrating of the 
Supper to that Feast or that Day, as the Church of England does, 
but left the day and the time to the liberty of the Church. If it is 
to be kept in that manner, then is it to be kept in the night after 
the Supper? If the feast and day still remain, then doth the 
Passover still remain, for both were alike by our Savior observed 
at that time; but, if the Passover be abrogated, and Christ our 
Passover be offered for this, then is that Feast and Day also 
abrogated, and we are to keep the feast even all the days of our 
life in sincerity and truth; and any other observation of the day I 
never found, in all the practice of the apostles or churches! 
“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 
as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us; therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” {I Cor.5:7,8} 
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Furthermore, I am sure that they cannot show either 

Commandment or Example in the New Testament that this or any 
such feasts have been or are to be kept in the churches of Christ. 
It maketh nothing for their purpose, that Paul, {Acts 18,} 
departed from Ephesus to keep the ensuing feast in Jerusalem; 
for, what he did, {no doubt,} he did by a Revelation of the Spirit, 
unto the more easy winning of the Jews, to whom he, {for the 
time,} became and behaved himself as a Jew, {I Cor.9:20, Acts 
16:3,} and this both by the special Revelation of the Spirit, and 
warrant of the Word. For, unto the Jews an allotted time was 
given for the shaking off and removing these ceremonies, from 

which they could not be so suddenly or easily removed, because 
they were given and delivered unto them by God himself upon 
the Mount Sinai, &c.; but, seeing they never were given nor 
belonged to the Gentiles, the Apostle by no means would have 
them entangled with these ceremonies. Neither did Paul here 
enjoin the Church at Ephesus to keep this feast; nay, how sharply 
he hath dealt with those Jews or other false teachers that sought 
to trouble the churches with them, appears most clearly in all his 
Epistles; and how roundly, but for a little halting herein, he dealt 
with the Apostle Peter, appears out of Galatians. {Gal.2:14} Now, 

if the Apostle then at that first planting of the churches, when 
many Jews were mingled amongst the Gentiles, would not receive 
the least Ordinance with the Ministry of the Gospel, by way of 
“subjection, no, not for an hour; that the Truth of the Gospel 
might continue” {Gal.2:5} amongst them; what would he now 
say to these kind of apostles, who being no Jews, but Gentiles by 
nature, and having all these examples and documents before 
them; yet do without any warrant thrust the Jewish traditions 
upon the churches with a strong hand, when the Apostle saith, 
that but a little of such leaven doth leaven the whole lump. 
{Gal.5:9} But see, these not only retain the day and feast, but 
join to the Celebration of the One Day a principal article of our 
faith, the resurrection of Christ from the dead. Where have they 
learned to make such a set and special memorial of Christ’s 
Resurrection one day above all the days in the year? But here 
their answer is ready, because Christ arose that day of the year. 
Did he so? How shall we know that? The Pope having in a solemn 
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General Counsel corrected his calendar saith, that he did rise ten 

days before, and keeps his Feast accordingly. But be it of their 
side; be it that Christ arose just on that particular day; yet what I 
feign know the mystery of the matter, why we should more 
especially remember and celebrate Christ’s Resurrection on that 
Lord’s day, than on the next Lord’s day; nay, than any other day 
of the year? Or why they should keep such a solemn double feast 
that Lord’s day more than on any other. I could never as yet find 
in Christ’s Testament any such prerogative of one day before or 
above another, neither that Christ’s Resurrection was to be 
celebrated with such pomp, that day making wholly to other days 

after it, and drawing both young and old, all these days from 
their lawful callings, wherein they are placed by God, to give 
attendance at Church, and to spend the time in idleness, follies 
and vanity. Is this to celebrate the resurrection of Christ a 
deliverance from dead works; and a renovation in knowledge and 
true holiness, after the image of Him that created them? 
{Col.3:10, Rom.6:4} Or is it not rather amongst these works, 
which God neither required nor commanded? For, I would fain 
learn of them, where they can likewise show any commandment 
to solemnize the very day of the apostles receiving those 

wonderful gifts of the Holy Ghost? That the Apostles did not then 
keep that feast in relation to this matter has already been 
showed, because they had not as yet then received these gifts, 
neither knew in what manner God would work; that ever after 
they kept or commanded to be kept any such set solemn 
Memorial thereof upon any one day more than another, I suppose 
cannot be showed in the New Testament. Paul they may allege, 
{Acts 20:16,} made haste out of Asia, to be, {if it were 
possible,} at Jerusalem at the feast of Pentecost; but this proves 
not that the Apostles or early Christians kept the feast in 
commemoration of the wonderful descent of the Holy Ghost, &c., 
which, until they can show, they do nothing. We doubt not but 
that the Jews a long time kept that and many other feasts; but 
they can be no example for us in this matter, no more than the 
ancient traditions, without a Definite Warrant from the Word of 
God. - I cannot see what warrant, commandment, or proof they 
have in the Word of God in this manner to solemnize the birth, 
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circumcision, epiphany, resurrection and ascension of Christ upon 

their several days, with their set fasts, worship and feasts? Why 
do not they celebrate as well his baptism, temptation and victory 
over Satan in the wilderness, the calling of the woman of 
Samaria, the receiving the Syrophoenician woman, his famous 
miracles, casting out devils, raising the dead, walking upon the 
sea, transfiguration upon the mountain, giving the Holy Ghost 
unto his apostles, with his commission and message, &c. These 
are written in the New Testament and were done by Him as well 
as the rest, for our learning and comfort. Why then should not 
they as well have their peculiar days, fasts, worship, feasts, as 

the others have? But where have they thus learned Christ, to 
worship him by set days and eves, by such fasts and feasts? Is 
not this to draw the worship of God, {which is perpetual and 
spiritual,} into worldly ordinances and customs? “Then Paul stood 
in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things ye are too superstitious.” {Acts 17:22} They 
celebrate the Nativity, Circumcision, Epiphany and Resurrection of 
Christ with gay clothes, clean houses and good cheer to stir up 
lust instead of devotion, eating and drinking, and rising up to play 
and dance, games, interludes, masks and wassail cups. So many 

of these traditions seem to be done after the mold and pattern of 
the Feast of the Jews in honor of the Golden Calf. “But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men.” {Mt.15:9} In Christ’s Testament they never learned to 
divide thus Christ’s actions and life, making one a holy day of his 
birth, another of his circumcision, another of his epiphany, 
resurrection, &c. For, though these were distinct things, and done 
at several times, yet never read I that they ought {in this 
manner} upon peculiar days to be celebrated in the Church, more 
than at any other time or day of the year.  
 
 

 
 


