
Sovereignty of God 

If God is immutable, unchangeable, all-wise, all-powerful, and infinite in knowledge, he 

must comprehend and determine everything. He must not only comprehend and determine 

creation, but every part of it. He must not only comprehend and determine every event, but 

the cause of every event. He must not only comprehend and determine effects, but their 

causes and connections. He must not only comprehend, and determine from eternity, but 

from eternity to all eternity. Everything must be one eternal now to him, without the 

possibility of any change or succession of past, present or future; for a change would make 

him not immutable, unchangeable, all-powerful and infinite in knowledge. If God is from 

eternity, his decrees and purposes must be from eternity; whatever concerns his 

knowledge, or is comprehended in it, must be certain and not subject to alteration. If God 

decreed that events should fall out contingently, they could not be contingent any further 

than they respected finite knowledge; all events being as certain and complete in infinite 

knowledge as the contingency of them is to finite. God only knows what will be by 

determining what shall be. He fore-knew what would come to pass by knowing his own 

purpose, by which their existence were made certain. --- God is a sovereign, and acts as a 

sovereign in disposing and ordering, in saving, or not saving; but not arbitrarily, without 

any wisdom or reason. Why every one of those who finally are, or are not saved, is plain 

and reasonable from the different natural formations, or capacity, or the different 

circumstances, the cause of which to us is unknown and indescribable. This difference of 

circumstances originates in the divine decree, and is connected to his will and counsel. 

Election is warrantable from the express declarations of Scripture; and implies the means in 

order to it; they being as much connected to the foreknowledge of God as the event. “Elect 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 

obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” {I Pet.1:2} Here the event is 

implicitly made certain, by the use of certain prescribed means, and made certain, as the 

event produced from them is made certain. Events, as they were ordered, and as they 

respect the purposes of God, are such, that they must in every sense be determined by 

Him. He, being the only Author of all things must control everything respecting them in such 

a manner as will, on the whole, answer his best design, his wisest purpose, and his only 

end. He being the Origin, the Un-caused Cause, all-powerful, all-wise; who could not remain 

uncertain in conducting, dispensing and “working all things, according to the counsel of his 

own will.” Infinite knowledge, in every sense, must comprehend and determine who are 

elected, and who are not; and it must comprehend and determine everything concerning it, 

and it must determine with a certainty; election being not predicable on any supposable 

premises, which would render this certainty, uncertain. Election and all the means which 

infinite wisdom has contrived in order to it, and everything respecting the universe, must be 

comprehended in the great plan, and determined in such a manner as finally, to answer the 

best possible end, without the possibility of frustrating that end. Predetermined events, 

according to the express declarations of Holy Scripture, necessarily involve the means, 

which means are as certain as the events produced. The elect to salvation then must not be 

understood, whether holy or not holy, obedient or not obedient - nakedly considered. Those 

who are chosen or elected, in its proper sense, are predestinated to be conformed to Christ. 

Elected to salvation, through the Spirit, unto obedience, &c. Holiness is an antecedent, a 

part of the salvation to which they were elected, as inseparably connected thereunto; there 

being a full analogy between this, and all the ends and means producing it. --- Election; it is 

plain, is not to be understood {as the Arminian would have it} as the naked exercise of 

Omnipotence – that God wills events merely because he wills them; but on the contrary – 

that he wills events by including and willing all the means necessary to their existence; 

there being a certain connection between his willing their existence, and the means in order 

to it. What God wills to do; he does not begin to will to do it in time; but his determination 



and will, respecting all his works are without beginning; his will being unchangeable. 
Anonymous Tract {entitled: On the Decrees; or, the Arminians Attacked, 1798} 

Eternal Suretyship of Christ 

I pray God Almighty confound what is not of Himself, let it lie on which side it is; and I hope 

I shall trample underfoot with abhorrence, whatever I could be convinced of to be contrary 

to the mind of Christ; and do sincerely desire to use all the means that I can to attain the 

clearest discoveries thereof; therefore I shall first explain my meaning concerning God’s 

Eternal Justifying act in his own inexhaustible and unalterable mind, acting in a way of 

justice and grace, yet pure grace with respect to elect sinners; sheltering them in a way of 

grace from the dreadful effects, that otherwise must necessarily attend their fall in Adam; 

and that he might clear them from the curse of the Law in a way of strict justice, grace 

putting the Law into a hands of a Mediator; and though Grace intended not to prevent the 

elect from falling in Adam into sin equally with the rest of mankind; yet that grace might 

reign through righteousness, and super-abound where sin abounded, there was a Lamb 

provided, who by Divine Appointment should bear the whole curse due to their sin, with all 

the dreadful effects thereof. - There was from all eternity a fixed immutable will in God 

never to punish sin, nor to inflict the penalty of the Law upon his elect. This will was not to 

prosecute his right against them in a way of justice, {I Thes.5:9,} but to deal with them as 

righteous in a Mediator, {a pure act of grace,} by free imputation. {II Cor.5:21, Rom.5:21, 

Eph.1:4} God from all eternity did immutably will and bequeath eternal life to his chosen in 

Christ, through the blood of the Everlasting Covenant. {Mt.26:28} “By the which will we are 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” {Heb.10:10} It 

plainly appears in this 10th chapter to the Hebrews, that it was the will of God, that Christ 

should be offered up a sacrifice to justice, by the which will of God, them that he died for 

were set apart to life; which I take to be meant by sanctified, because the Apostle is 

treating of justification and pardon of sin by the one offering of Christ as our High Priest. 

Besides it would seem strange to say that the will or decree of God, that Christ should die 

for sinners, would sanctify us inherently; but I think, sanctified by God’s will or decree is set 

apart to life, and through Christ’s own offering, as it respects the thing willed, the purging 

away of sin, with respect to its guilt and condemning power in the sight of Divine justice. 

Now God’s will, as a Testament of Grace to elect sinners, was an eternal going forth by way 

of Covenant transaction between the Father and the Son as distinct parties {though 

absolutely one in Essence} and eternal grace, as it respected the fall and breach of the Law; 

so likewise it acted from eternity, {in fore view of Christ’s Suretyship engagements on their 

behalf,} in a way of justice by a Mediator, to stand in our place, in order that justice, as well 

as grace was eternally pleased, that elect sinners should go unpunished, and hereby stand 

complete in the unchangeable favor of God; that when the Law was broken by Adam as a 

Covenant head, it should be completely answered by a second Man, or second Adam, as 

Mediator, as elect Head, and the Eternal Surety of an Everlasting Covenant by Grace. This 

Decree or Imminent Act of God’s will made that Law exchange of persons, which set Christ 

as Mediator under the curse and condemning power of the Law, {which otherwise could not 

have touched him, but in a way of representation,} and turns the curse of the Law from the 

law-breaking sinner, {which otherwise would take hold on all sinners, as such,} and so sets 

him under the sentence of Life, in the court of grace, by absolute promise, {“in hope of 

eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began,” Tit.1:2,} which 



free and absolute sentence of life takes hold on the persons of God’s chosen as early as the 

Law sentence can take hold on the persons of those that have no Mediator. {Rom.9:11-13} 

This is the immediate effect of Christ’s Mediatorship for the elect and the pronounced or 

declared sentence of God’s eternal will. Thus with respect to this eternal transaction in a 

Covenant way, we may understand these following Scriptures: “I was set up from 

everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” {PV.8:23} “But thou, Bethlehem 

Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 

come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, 

from everlasting.” {Mic.5:2} “Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear 

the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: 

and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” {Zech.6:13} “According to the 

eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” {Eph.3:11} “Who hath saved 

us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own 

purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” {II 

Tim.1:9} “Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 

in these last times for you.” {I Pet.1:20} - In that Covenant transaction between the Father 

and the Son there was a grant unto our great Covenant Head, the Lord Jesus Christ; though 

he were purely God, and had not then assumed our nature, yet he did personally exist in his 

Divine Nature as distinct from, yet one with the Father from eternity, of the same Divine 

Nature and Essence, and by virtue of an Eternal Covenant Transaction he was under an 

obligation, from all eternity, to take our nature upon him, as Abraham’s seed, with a special 

eye to the elect; and though it is true, that he took flesh, human nature upon himself, yet 

he passed by the non-elect, and on the seed of Abraham he took hold; that is, of all 

Abraham’s spiritual seed; as he saith, “Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath 

given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in 

mount Zion.” {Is.8:18, Heb.2:13} The Apostle in that second chapter to the Hebrews, 

quotes that out of Isaiah, and brings it to prove the Covenant Relation that was between 

Christ and the elect; and “forasmuch as the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he 

likewise himself took part of the same,” {Heb.2:14,} by this Covenant relation we become 

bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, {Gen.2:23,} as there is one body, as well as one 

Spirit, by virtue of this Covenant Relation the elect only receive life and quickening from 

Christ, as Head of the Covenant of Grace; as the Father gave him to be Head to the Church, 

the whole body of election, who “hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the 

Head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 

all,” {Eph.1:22,23,} and then it immediately follows, “and you hath He quickened.” 

{Eph.2:1} From this union flows life which doth not only precede faith in order of nature, 

but in order of time also; and by virtue of which, we have the Spirit given, working faith in 

our hearts, in God’s time, from Christ as our Anointed Head. - By virtue of this Covenant 

Transaction Christ was likewise under an obligation to bear all the sins, by way of charge 

and imputation of all the elect in his own body on the tree as their Covenant Head and 

Mediator, so he stood engaged by Covenant Contract from eternity to answer for them to all 

the demands of Law and Justice. “This commandment have I received of my Father;” 

{Jn.10:18} and “I know that his commandment is life everlasting.” {Jn.12:50} The same 

act of God’s Grace that made our sins to meet on Christ, {to death as the wages of sin,} 

brought his Mediatorial Righteousness upon the elect to life everlasting. “That as sin hath 

reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 



Jesus Christ our Lord.” {Rom.5:21} “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” {Rom.6:23} By virtue of this Covenant 

Transaction it is made over to God’s chosen, by a free Testament of Grace, in the Blood of 

the New Testament, and comes upon them as a free gift of righteousness. “By the 

righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men {those embodied in Christ, and thus 

represented by Him} unto justification of life;” {Rom.5:18;} and we have right to that 

justifying righteousness {this righteousness is without us, and is not communicated, but 

imputed; and Christ as Mediator is the Subject of this righteousness} as held forth in the 

free and absolute promise, as elect persons, being chosen in Christ, as the elect Head of 

this his New Testament and the Testament itself gives right, and the elect are heirs of 

promise, as soon as they have a being, {not natural heirs by descent, but spiritual heirs by 

grace in Christ.} God made his will in eternity and bequeathed eternal life to his adopted 

children that were predestinated to sonship, according to the good pleasure of his will. 

“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according 

to the good pleasure of his will.” {Eph.1:5} Now this Testament of Grace in the Blood of 

Christ made known and revealed by an absolute promise of life; “In hope of eternal life, 

which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” {Tit.1:2 taken from 

Gen.3:15;} this gives them right, and makes them heirs of the promise of life; and though 

the blessings given in this Testament be in the Surety’s hand, until the time appointed of 

the Father, to be given out successively at the several times appointed; first spiritual life 

and light by the quickening power of the Holy Ghost, faith by the operation of the same 

Spirit, repentance…and at last salvation as consummated in eternal glory; therefore to 

make one blessing thereof to be either the cause or the condition of the rest would be most 

inappropriate, when all are but parts and effects of the same free gift; and that which gave 

them right to one, gave them right to all; for that which gave them a right to faith, before 

they did receive it, gave them a right to justifying righteousness before they were given 

faith; and that was before the Free Testament itself in the blood of Christ; then here lies the 

right of all God’s elect, as such, to justifying righteousness in the will itself, as being 

absolutely settled upon for all the heirs of promise, by two immutable things, God’s Faithful 

Promise and Immutable Oath; and add to this the Testator’s blood which shows all is sure 

and certain and that the elect have an indisputable right, and are heirs by grace in Christ.  - 

Therefore, we believe that there was a grant to Christ in the Eternal Compact, he 

performing all Covenant conditions as Head and Mediator; which when he had performed in 

time, he entered into heaven by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption, 

{Heb.9:12,} and what he obtained as our great Executor and Surety of the Covenant was 

before granted; and he obtained it on the behalf of them for whom it was granted. It 

pleased the Father to entrust him with all fullness of grace for the elect as their Covenant 

Head, that so it might be sure to all the heirs of promise. {The acceptation of their persons 

in the Beloved, “wherein he hath made us accepted in the Beloved,” Eph.1:6, is a pure act 

of God’s sovereign will that wills because he will, and will on whom he will. Thus it appears, 

that the elect are heirs by grace alone; and the Covenant itself gives them right to eternal 

life as the free gift of God by absolute promise, and to have right to eternal life, and all the 

blessings of the Testament of Grace by blood.} The Father hath made it as sure in Christ, 

the Surety of this Testament, as the Eternal God could make it, to speak with reverence.  - 

Thus I have been showing which way sinners are made righteous in a Mediator, and though 

the Decree produced no immediate effect, yet it produced its timely effects at that moment 



of time that the Law was broken, for then a Mediator stood ready as foreordained to step in 

and stand in the breach to keep off the flood of wrath from breaking out upon the elect. 

Always remember, that the Law was put in the Mediator’s hand, or else we make strange 

work, and set the Law and Promise together by the ears; for when the Law could not give 

life it must march off as a Covenant of life or death to God’s chosen; Christ takes it in his 

own hand, and makes it give way to the promise of Life in Himself. - Now I shall come to 

speak something of the justifying sentence which pronounces the elect righteous in their 

Covenant Head and Mediator as proceeding from and grounded upon this preceding act of 

grace, by way of Covenant transaction between the Father and the Son, which brought our 

sins upon Christ, and his Mediatorial Righteousness upon us; {to deliver His people out of a 

state of sin into a state of justification,} and that we are wholly passive, both in our being 

made righteous by Imputation, {which is an act of pure Grace in God to sinners,} and 

likewise in our being pronounced justified in that imputed righteousness, which is a 

sentence of grace, and passed in the Court of Grace, life by the free promise of salvation in 

Christ. Now in pronouncing the sentence of life upon ungodly law breaking sinners God sits 

judge of his own Law, as well as the elect sinners cause; and instead of pronouncing the 

sentence of the Law upon the sinner to condemnation, God sits enthroned upon a Mercy 

Seat in the Court of Grace as reconciled in a Mediator; in whom grace and justice most 

sweetly agree to pass the sentence of eternal life upon the elect by absolute promise, based 

upon the substitutionary death of Christ on their behalf in time. This sentence declares 

God’s eternal will, that Christ as Mediator was to die in their place; and they live by virtue of 

righteousness imputed. {Doth God pronounce any just, but such as are so in his sight by 

Imputation? If not, then making over a righteousness to elect sinners in a Mediator must be 

taken into God’s justifying act, as well as the pronounced sentence, which is grounded upon 

this Act of Grace in a way of complete justice, because God, as Righteous Judge, justifies 

ungodly law-breaking sinners and clears them from the voice of the Law, as to the 

condemning power thereof, by a righteousness without us by Imputation. Then that act of 

God’s grace that turns the sentence of the Law upon Christ, the spotless Lamb, by imputing 

our sins to him, and turns the sentence of Law, as to its condemning power, from guilty 

law-breaking sinners, by imputing his Mediatorial obedience unto them comes into 

justification, as well as the pronounced sentence that declares this act of grace, by which 

the sinner stands clear in a way of Justice. For all sentences of court, according to Justice, 

are grounded upon some preceding act, according to which act the sentence is just, and the 

sentence justifies, as it declares the act by which they stand clear.} Thus God, as a 

Righteous Judge, justifies the righteous only; that is, pronounces none but such just as truly 

are so in their Surety; and yet he justifies the ungodly, not by dispensing with his Holy Law, 

or making that void; but in a way of Justice, magnifying and honoring his Law, declaring an 

act of eternal grace, by virtue of which act his elect did stand righteous in his sight, {again, 

in fore-view of Christ’s Suretyship engagements on their behalf,} by imputation of one 

Man’s obedience to answer the Law in their place, as a Covenant Head, opposed to Adam’s 

one disobedience, who was a figure of this second Adam, which was immediately to take the 

first Adam’s place, {with respect to God’s chosen in him,} upon his failure. {In this way of 

justifying the believing sinner, all the Divine perfections are perfectly glorified. Justice is 

magnified by the infinite satisfaction of Christ; Mercy is likewise magnified in the salvation 

of the sinner on account of that satisfaction which Christ made to the justice of God; and 

the wisdom of God shines forth in contriving such a wonderful method of salvation, so that 



all the Divine attributes perfectly harmonize in the justification of the sinner by Christ; 

agreeable to Psalm 85:10, “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace 

have kissed each other.”} And it is remarkable, that with respect to Christ Mediatorship, 

God comes in the cool of the day, reconciled in Him, and sounds the Jubilee trumpet from 

heaven, and pronounces the sentence of life in the Free Promise conditioned solely upon 

Christ. For until the sentence was passed, there was no grace, no Christ, no promise 

revealed for fallen man to lay hold upon, and the case must be the same still, for the object 

must precede the act, that is conversant about that object; and if life were not revealed in 

an absolute promise, there would have been no footing for faith to stand upon, for a 

conditional promise is most properly a law, only he that does that which is required shall 

live; and thus faith is made void, and the free promise of none effect; for the first thing 

looked to must be the condition annexed to the promise, and the promise claimed upon that 

condition. Now suppose faith to be annexed to the justifying sentence of life, then justifying 

righteousness and eternal life in the free promise is not the object of faith, but faith itself 

must be looked to, and then the promise pleaded upon faith as the condition of life; but this 

is not the nature of Abraham’s faith, that took God upon his Word, and staggered not at the 

Promise, {of Christ,} nor considered the unlikeliness, or seeming impossibilities, but 

believed God upon his Word, {believing as an evidential seal of our justification in Christ,} 

and the Object of his faith was counted to him for righteousness. Thus it is by faith, as an 

empty hand, or passive instrument, that receives all in the free promise, as pure grace, and 

in no sense upon faith as a condition annexed to the sentence of life. - The Scriptures do 

plainly declare that some are elected and these only are redeemed. Justice doth not charge 

these redeemed ones, for God is completely reconciled to them by the death of his Son. 

Now will it not amount to the same to say that some are ordained to eternal life, and 

redeemed with the blood of Christ; as to say, that God doth not charge these redeemed 

ones; seeing that we likewise affirm, that none can know that they are not under 

condemnation before believing, and that whoever dies an unbeliever shall be damned; 

except any suppose, that terrifying souls with Law Curses and Condemnation be the most 

effectual way to bring them to faith in Christ; and if so, I am not of their mind; though I am 

sure the Gospel ought to be preached and Free Grace proclaimed; and I think it is the most 

effectual to propose the Truth concerning Christ as the Object of faith, which the Gospel 

doth reveal for salvation; that is, God’s pardoning grace in the blood of Christ, and thus to 

call upon sinners to look to the Lord, and that if mercy is to be found it is to be found alone 

through the Sacrificial Death of Christ. This is that which offends some that have made the 

greatest noise; and because they cannot directly strike at this Gospel summons to sinners 

to come directly to Christ, without any previous qualifications; which strikes so directly at 

their idol of self-righteousness; therefore they are pleased to brand the doctrine of God’s 

Free Justifying Grace in Christ with all manner of absurdities; and I wish that some, which 

see otherwise, be not frightened from owning the truths they believe and have received in 

the light of God’s Holy Spirit for fear of being laden with calamities and reproaches; for it is 

indeed a trying time, and I do believe, that those that are kept close to Christ and his 

doctrine, in owning and confessing the simplicity of the Gospel, shall meet with as great 

trials as those that have gone before us; for Christ will shake the earth and the heavens, 

and remove those things that are made, and burn up the hay, wood and stubble. Therefore 

let every man take heed what he builds, though upon the foundation of Christ. “For other 

foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” {I Cor.3:11} But to 



return to the point in hand, and that is to conclude with some, that affirm that they were 

not justified until faith acted upon Christ, would be great darkness; for though God in his 

Word doth pronounce only believers justified, yet it will no more follow, that they were not 

justified before, if things be rightly weighed; for this makes faith a moral condition of 

justification, as hath been shown already, and also denies Justification to be by the Imputed 

Righteousness of Christ alone, and makes the Eternal Covenant of Grace conditional. Few do 

directly deny, and I am as certain, as I am certain that the Scriptures are true, that the first 

pronounced sentence of life to sinners is by that Covenant promise in Christ; {Gen.3:15;} 

and it is according to the tenor of that Covenant of Grace as an absolute Promise of life in 

Christ that the promise takes an effectual hold of the elect as soon as they are brought into 

the world. {Rom.9:9-13} Anonymous Work by a Member of a Church of Christ, in the 

County of Essex; entitled: A Very Short and Brief Account of the Free Justification of God’s 

Elect, London 1699. 

“Christ is all.” 

 

Col.3:11: Comprehending Greatness of the Person of Christ: It is the glory of our holy 

religion that all its Truths are immutable, being built in the indestructible Person of the God-

man: Christ Jesus the Lord; as all the branches of Divine Truth emanate from him, who is 

the Truth, and are the Reflection of its Immutable Character and Sublime Glory. Infinite 

certainty reigns in all the vast designs of Grace, the glorification of God’s holy character; the 

ingathering of his people, and their perfection in Christ alone. What a pitiable representation 

of the Gospel is that which attaches anything to the creature in the reception and Salvation 

thereof; while the cloudless glories of the Trinity in unfrustrable acts of Grace and Salvation 

are concealed behind the curtain of human ability! Where is the Majesty and Divinity of the 

Gospel marching through the world under the Authority and Almighty Reign of God the Holy 

Ghost, gathering up the people under the line of election, and the special marks of 

Sovereign Redemption? Where are the honors of his essential Majesty and Covenant 

undertakings; his Almighty reign, official greatness and glorious presidency in Zion? Where 

are his infinite prerogatives, his eternal love, his deep interest, his fullness of anointing, his 

omniscient care, his all sufficiency of power to raise the dead, quicken the living, reveal the 

profound glories of Christ, nurture the children of God, {the children of the promise who are 

numbered for the seed,} bring up the people in faith, knowledge, assurance, &c.? To 

support them in trouble, to regulate their sorrows, to keep them in temptation, to make 

them conquerors, to empower them in spiritual acts of faith & love to live on Christ; and to 

indwell them in all the Majesty of rich Grace as the Inexhaustible Fountain of eternal life, 

the Earnest of eternal fruition and the pledge of their endless inheritance? Ye living 

witnesses in Jerusalem; is it not a solemn fact that the Majesty of the Holy Ghost is little 

known in Zion, and his immortal honors seldom broadcasted forth from our pulpits. O Lord 

the Holy Ghost arise, and shine forth those radiant beams of Christ’s essential glory, that 

under thy blissful rays our souls may live; be lively and go forth to meet our celestial 

Bridegroom. Without thy unction, teaching and reviving presence, we fade, droop and die; 

without thy illumination and revelation, we sink into formality; and without thy powerful 

soul renewing energies, we get cold and barren, and indifferent in the ways of the Kingdom. 

It is Zion’s infinite mercy that her Teacher is Divine, and her Salvation built in her Immortal 

Husband and already crowned Redeemer. All creature boasting is excluded, but boasting in 



the Lord is illimitable. Here the saints may glory fearless of excess, may strive with each 

other in extolling his name, and never end the song, while he is the comprehensive Subject 

thereof. There is an infinite variety in his glorious Character that will fill the thoughts of his 

redeemed forever. It was heaven’s grand design to glorify the Son of God; and the summit 

of the newborn souls desire is to aid in the uplifting of his matchless Person. In dependence 

on the alone spiritual Revealer of his saving Majesty, I have assumed to take up this sacred 

motto for our contemplation – “Christ is all.” Christ was all in Jehovah’s everlasting decree 

and purpose. It was his gracious determination and eternal decree to exalt Christ. He 

everlastingly decreed to set forth his peerless sovereignty; and all gracious design of the 

Everlasting God revolved on the Person of his Christ as the Brightness of his glory, the 

Center of all communicable fullness, the Medium of Divine communication, the Foundation 

of creation acts, the grand Reflector of eternal attributes, and the Developer of heavens 

harmonious wonder of redemption. The LORD delighted in him as the Alpha and Omega of 

all his proceedings; the eternally appointed Agent to effect the eternal designs of peerless 

Grace and reveal the glorious acts of Eternal fore-thought. 
“Jehovah’s great all, in counsel Divine, 

When all his Grace, acts embodied doth shine; 

The mirror through which Divine Majesty’s seen, 

And all Divine honors resplendently beam.” 

Christ was God’s decreed basis, whereon all the supreme acts of his gracious will are 

founded. God went forth in the infinite resolves of his purpose in Christ to bless the myriads 

of his delight; all the purposes of his perpetual goodness in embracing the elect was in 

Christ; without him was not any imminent act of the Divine mind to bless eternally. 

Sovereignly loved in Him, eternally elected in Him, predestinated to the adoption of children 

by Him, fore-known in Him, blessed in Him, accepted in Him, justified in Him and glorified in 

Him. Christ was God’s all, being dignified in Divine counsel, exalted in Divine thought, 

appointed Head and Mediator in Everlasting Settlements; in whom all the plans of eternity 

centered; all the everlasting councils were fixed, and all the great mysteries of Eternal 

Redemption were folded, and Jehovah’s apprehended channel of conveying all the blessings 

of his grace to the objects of his everlasting love secured. He was exalted into preeminent 

greatness by Jehovah in Trinity, in all imminent Acts of Grace; relation is built in Him; 

personal election is pitched on us in Him; we were appointed heirs in Him and with Him; 

and we were loved as personally considered in Him. He was the comprehending Head in 

whom were embraced all the members. God’s immutable thoughts settled upon us in Him, 

and all our bliss and blessedness was fortified in connection with Him, the all uniting Center 

of unity and circumference of Divine Grace & Everlasting Love. Christ was all in the Divine 

Decree as apprehended in his Eternal Suretyship, was all in the fore-knowledge of all 

Jehovah’s unfoldings of Grace, the Mirror through which the Church was beheld, the 

comprehending fullness of all her provision, and the glorious Husband to whom the King’s 

daughter was everlastingly espoused. Relation is built in Him, Redemption is accomplished 

in Him, Sanctification found in Him and Glorification secured in him. Christ is all in all! Not 

simply as possessing all Divine perfections, as being all wise, all-powerful, all just, all 

righteous, and all in every perfection of his Divine nature as originally inherent in himself; 

but in his complex character, as God the Word, the eternal Son of God. Thus my faith 

beholds in this glorious character an Object of Jehovah’s Infinite Delight, an Object great 

enough for all his Immeasurable Pleasure & Divine Purpose to revolve on, his affections to 

take up, and his delights to rest on forever. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 



declared from heaven, “this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;” “mine elect in 

whom my soul delighteth;” “I was daily his delight.” What mortal thoughts can enter into 

the Father’s complacency in his Divine Christ, his only Son, full of Grace & Truth, whom he 

hath appointed heir of all things; of whom it is said, “he is in the bosom of the Father.” This 

is the glory he had with the Father before the world was. He was the great center of Divine 

attraction, “for thou lovest me before the foundation of the world.” Jehovah rested in his 

love in the Person of Christ, through whom the vast love of the Deity ran upon the Church. 

Christ is the all attracting Object of the Father’s delight, for he is the Son of his love; the 

only begotten, who is in the bosom of the Father, the image of the invisible God, the 

brightness of his glory, whom the Father so loved as to make him Head of all principalities 

and powers, and so loved him that when his glory was concealed in our flesh, he 

commanded all the Angels to worship him. The infinite mind and heart of Jehovah set upon 

Christ. Truly it was in reference to this great anti-type of the temple that Jehovah declared 

mine eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually. “And the LORD said unto him, I have 

heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me; I have hallowed this 

house, which thou hast built, to put my name there forever; and mine eyes and mine heart 

shall be there perpetually.” {I Kgs.9:3} Christ was God’s all to glorify the Godhead in the 

stupendous designs of Eternal Sovereignty. He was all in the great Covenant of Sovereign 

Grace, fitted in his matchless Person to enter into, and to undertake all the stipulations of 

that vast agreement. Jehovah’s honor was everlastingly secured. He could rest with infinite 

repose on the God-man Contractor, with holy satiety in his all sufficient Person, was 

eternally satisfied with his word, could trust all the myriads of his elect, all the weight of his 

own character, all the eternal honor that was to issue from the wisdom mystery of Zion’s 

Salvation, and the everlasting glorification of all the redeemed in ultimate bliss. Here was 

Divine dignity maintained, and Divine honors secured; one able to carry into effect all the 

Divine intentions of everlasting forethought, and to bring an immeasurable revenue of honor 

to Deity. This great theme of the Godhead lay wrapped in the infinite mind of the LORD, and 

Christ was the Great Daysman & Eternal Surety of all the countless host he represented. He 

was God’s all in the Covenant of Grace, emphatically styled, “this Covenant;” also to 

undertake and accomplish all in Himself. God the Father could trust no other, the honor was 

too great, the undertaking too vast, the deed too mighty, and the consequences too infinite 

to rest short of an Infinite Person. Oh the immutable and immortal honors of our Divine 

Christ! No angel was thus honored and exalted; it was the exclusive glory of the Son of his 

love to stand in this nearness to God, who in his complex Person is the Ancient of Days, 

Jehovah’s all in appointment, Jehovah’s all in power and greatness, and Jehovah’s all in his 

fullness of officiating glory! New York July 5, 1832. T.W. {Signs of the Times, Volume II} 

 


